CHAPTER XXVII
The Greek Defeat, the Chanak Crisis, and
the Mudania Conference, 1922
AS a snail that has suddenly had its shell knocked
away, the Allies in the Neutral Zone found
themselves naked and unprotected, facing the
victorious Turks.   Smyrna had been taken on the loth
of September and burnt to the ground, and its rich
Christian merchants ruined and driven out,
A glance at the map showed at once what had happened
and where lay the zones of danger. The Greek troops
had gone on strike. Here and there a few had turned
and done heavy damage to the Turks, By phenomenal
marching they had extracted themselves from contact
with the enemy, and reached their bases on the shore.
They had taken ship to Thrace and so put the sea
between them and the Turks, Now they were reform-
ing in Thrace on the Maritza river. Between the Allies
and the Turks the protecting screen was gone. The
position had reversed, for the Allies had become the
buffer between the enemies.
The Greeks had moved with an amazing rapidity.
The Turkish cavalry had done its best, but the main
force had failed to keep contact. They found the enemy
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